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GENERAL PLUMBING
No Call Out Fee.
No Job Too Small
Adrian Stevens
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Tony 07771 800072
01449 781993
gooderhamt@aol.com

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Vacuum and Brush,
Andrew Brundell
01449 766614 or
07776 215940

N.S. PLASTERING
no job too small
free quotes
mobile 07792304320

Hand in Hand
Providing Professional Care
Stroke support Cancer care
Stoma care
Personal care
Dementia care Respite care
General housekeeping
Company for times when you are
just feeling lonely
’Person centred care, tailoring to your
every need is what I deliver.
Feel free to contact me for a free
consultation’
Hayley Page
MOB: 07551419310
hayleypage253@gmail.com

Are you on Facebook?
If so have a look for
‘Spotted in Mendlesham’
&
‘Mendlesham Green
Residents’
pages to keep
up to date with what’s going
on in the villages.

Email reports, articles,
photos and adverts to:
gemma.green1202@gmail.com
Editor: Gemma Green
07733 333659
Advertising: Keith Shelton
01449 768744
shelton@live.co.uk

Paper Copies of Articles to:
Jean Abbott, 11 Mayfield Way,
Mendlesham (01449 766895)
Pat Winslett 19 Glebe Way,
Mendlesham (01449 767803)

Editorial
Welcome to our first online only issue. Unfortunately due to Covid19
we feel it is not safe for our volunteers, who usually deliver the
newsletter, to do so at the moment. Also as most of the monthly
group meetings are not currently going ahead, we have decided to
produce an online only issue focusing on memories from WW2 and
VE day.
We still have adverts at the back, but please be aware some of the
companies may not be operating as usual. Some have added little
messages to you all.
Best Wishes & Stay Safe
Gemma
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Introduction
As you know, Mendlesham Parish celebrated the 75th Anniversary of
VE Day in lockdown. Many families were involved in front garden
colourful festivities. You will also know that this was not the original
intention of how we were going to celebrate the day.
Until lockdown began, we were planning a picnic on the Memorial
Playing Fields with refreshments and a small exhibition in the Small
Hall of the Community Centre. The exhibition was to include
memories of Mendlesham during the war years, including some stories
to describe the memories of villagers during this time.
Some villagers set out to interview and write up the experiences of
some villagers who were resident in the parish then, but with
lockdown, these arrangements had to be suspended.
However, three interviews were conducted and written up and with
some additional material we have been able to bring these together to
produce this online edition of the Mendlesham Newsletter.
In the future, it is hoped that more material will be added and perhaps
another publication will result. If you, or your family, have any
memories, photographs or artefacts that you are willing to share and
add to our collection then please contact Keith Shelton at 1 The
Thatch, Mendlesham Green or via email shelton.keith@gmail.com
We hope you enjoy reading this Newsletter.
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The 1939 Register and the people of Mendlesham
It is possible to walk through the streets of Mendlesham at the time of WW2
and see who is living where and what their occupation are, by looking at the
1939 Register for Mendlesham. This was not a census but a document designed to capture the life of civilians on a particular day.
Transcripts 210-1 were completed on 3 October 1939 by enumerators, in the
case of Mendlesham. by local residents Ethel May Syrett and Kitty Mason
(after whom Mason Court was later named).
Let’s join Ethel as she walks through Mendlesham, completing her task as
enumerator and see what we ca n find out….
Ethel begins her duties as enumerator, from where she lives, at the end of
Chapel Road and from her records she first records her own family, the
Syrett family who live at School Farm. Then on to her neighbours, at Poplar
Farm, where the Ball family live and at White House Farm the Fennings.
Further along in Chapel Road itself live the Clements, Scales and Cracknells.
In Meadowsweet lives the Williams family and next door are the Hurrells.
Here live Arthur Hurrell and his wife Cicely. Arthur is the Head Teacher at
the Mendlesham National School who Enid mentions in her memories.

At the Butchers Shop, where
Elizabeth Pizzy and (her daughter?)
Bessie are living. Her next-door
neighbours are Fred and Ethel
Clements. It looks like Elizabeth
Pizzy’s son, Victor and his wife
Ann live at Church Farm. He is
given as a Master Butcher and
Farmer. At Park Farm Cottage live
William and Lucy Stannard and
then at the Manor live Hubert and
Mary Pedler. Hubert is given as a
Medical Officer of Health. David
Pryse, a six-year-old,
is living with the Pedlers.

The Fish and Chip shop was originally
the (Pizzy’s) slaughterhouse, and later
became a Butcher’s shop, which was part
of a farm which provided the meat for the
butchers. The house with the chimney
was the original butcher’s shop. (This
photograph was taken well before 1939)
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At Park Farm lives Edwin Lockwood and his son Edwin (both farmers) and
daughter in law, Elizabeth. Ethel now continues along the Brockford Road,
to the Council Houses where the Hart, Jolly and Clements families live.
Here John Clements, one of the pupils in Enid’s school photograph, lived
with his parents.
John A Clements was born in December 1933 in Suffolk to William
Clements, a lorry driver, and Nellie Clements (nee Hill). In 1939 he is living
with his family in the Council Houses, Brockford Road, Mendlesham. Sadly,
John died in the Korean War on 7 January 1953 at the age of 19.
Ethel now works her way back to Cuttings Corner.
At The Shop in Front Street live the Cuttings Family. Ernest Cutting is given
as a Poultry Farmer. As we walk along Front Street, we pass the homes of
the Ward, List, Lambert, Davey, Bloss, Collins, Kent, Rous, Woods, Finbow,
Lewis and Fox families. Alfred and Elsie Lambert had a daughter, Enid –
and it is Enid Lambert’s memories that you read about in this newsletter.
Also, Peter Ward, the son of Dennis and Vera Ward, a pupil in Enid’s school
photograph is living with his parents at Sunnyside, next to the shop. Lodging
with the Collins family, in Clovelly, is Phoebe Edmunds, assistant
uncertified school mistress, who both Enid and Jean mention in their
memories as one of the teachers at their school. Phoebe was born in London
but at the age of 4 is seen in the 1911 census as living as a boarder, without
her parents, at the home of the Rose family in Wetheringsett.
Occupations in these households include Boot Repairer, Gent’s Outfitter,
Grocer, Master Grist Miller, Radio Dealer, Jeweller and Watch Repairer,
Carpenter, Motor Lorry Driver and Gardener.
At The Garage live William (master motor engineer) and Florence Arbon
and at Pear Tree Cottage live the Davey and Baker families.
Ethel, the enumerator, now takes us along Back Street and here we find
Baker, Clements, Jackaman, Brett, Hart, Finbow and Lewis families. No
doubt, judging by the repetition of surnames, some of these have relatives
living in Front Street where Ethel previously visited. Occupations here
include smallholder, grocer, ploughman, market `gardener and farm worker.
At the Oak Public House live the innkeeper Edward Goode and his wife
Emily and daughter Joan. Interestingly also at the Public House is Reginald
Tye, the Bus and Car Proprietor. In the School House we find retired
schoolmaster Arthur Mayfield with his wife Phyllis and in the Kings Head
are George and Mary Sheldrake.
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At The Garage in Back Street live the Tye family. Sydney Tye is given as a
Public Service Vehicle Driver and their neighbours are the Fisher, Davey, Ward
and Finbow families.
Back Street then becomes Kings Road and here live the Davey family. Very
near the Daveys, Amy Scarff, widow resides.
James Nottage Scarff was born on 16 February 1920 in Fakenham, Norfolk, to
Thomas Scarff and Amy Scarff (nee Ayles). Thomas died when James was 6
years old. In 1939 his mother, widowed, is living in Kings Road (Back Street?),
Mendlesham, probably at Rose Villa. James joined the Royal Navy and died,
missing in action, on 11 March 1941, at the age of 21, in Portsmouth,
Hampshire, whilst serving on the HMS Vernon. He is buried in the Clayhall
Naval Cemetery, Gosport, Hampshire.
Also living here is the coal merchant Robert Thorpe and his wife Grace with
their daughter Thelma, who is one of the pupils in Enid’s school photograph, and
the Bakers and Hadleys.
Moving back into Back Street there are the Jolly, Neale, Wright and Miller
families. Joe Miller, carpenter, who Roy mentions in his story, is living in Stone
House with his wife Edith. Lodging with the Millers is Daisy Church, school
teacher.
At the Bake House we have Sydney Kent (master baker) and his wife Bertha,
with his mum, Agnes living next door in Darwin House. At the Post Office live
sisters Henrietta Martin (Sub-Postmistress) and Kathleen Martin (Grocer).
Further along are the Huggins and Lockwood families. At the Old Police Station
live Cyril and Hilda Clements.
Archibald Godfree is the Licenced Victualler at the Fleece Inn. Archibald and
his wife, Bessie’s neighbours include the Hayward, Rand and Lockwood
families. The Brown family live at Bendalls Farm.
Ethel now takes us to Hobbies Lane where William and Anne Simmons live,
with neighbours the Mann, Woods and Scarlett families.
John William Simmons was born on 12 September 1923 in Suffolk to William
Henry Simmons and Anne Priscilla Simmons (nee Armstrong). In 1939, John is
living with his family in Hobbies Lane, Mendlesham, between Bendells Farm
and Watering House. John was a butcher’s assistant. He died on 6 December
1942 in Belgium at the age of 19, and was buried in Leuven, Vlaams-Brabant,
Belgium in the Heverlee War Cemetery.
The Fellingham and Lewis families live at Watering House, the Cutting family at
The Hollies and the Downie family at The Hall Farm.
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The Bartram and Cook families live at Wicks Farm. The Mayes family live at
Old Farm Cottage and the Hudsons lived at Red House Farm. At The Wimble
there are the Sheldrake, Proctors, Sawyer, Knock (Lodge Farm), Lockwood
(Lodge Cottage), Black (Potters Farm), Buckle (Chantry Corner) families. The
Knocks, Herbert and Janet, are mentioned by Roy Colchester in his memories.
Finally, Ethel records the Vicarage, where Percy Wareham is the Clerk in Holy
Orders and lives with his wife Edith and the Evans family at Lodge Meadow
The second part of the 1939 Register Transcript 210-1 was completed by the
enumerator, Kitty Mason. Let’s join Kitty now as she completes the survey.
This section of the transcript starts at Vicarage Farm where William Bannister
lives, goes on to Elms Farm (Fulcher family), the School Cottage (Elliott and
Forster families) and to the Council Houses, homes of the Jackaman. Eastall,
Ward, Taylor, Hayward, Brett, Howlett, Powley families, until we reach Front
Street.
Kitty continues her enumeration duties in Front Street. In the first house in
Front Street lives Benjamin Hadley, the fish merchant and his neighbours are the
Reason, Baker, Lambert and Tyte families. The Turner family, comprising
Arthur, a post office worker and his wife Minnie, live at Elm House, Alfred
Cutting at Bucholme (where Lilian Heard, an evacuee is staying) and the
Runacres at Towel House. Elizabeth Runacres` is the District Midwife,
We are in Church Road now where the Lambert family, the Hammonds, Finbows, Harveys and Roberts families live. James Roberts is the Railway Porter
in Charge and their daughter, Beryl, is in the school photograph in Enid Lambert’s article. The Lummis family are living at Ropers farm. At Roper’s Farm
lives Gordon Lummis, farmer, who Roy Colchester mentions in his memories,
and his wife Rose. The Hadley, Hayward and Howlett families live at Latin
Hall.
The Stannard and Smith families are living in Brockford Road, before we reach
Buses Farm where the Hendreys live. This Stannard family is the home of
Gwen Stannard, one of the pupils in Enid’s school photograph. No one seems to
be living in the Mustard Pot Cottage at this time, which in 1971 was moved to
Needham Market, but next door are the Doughty and Stearne (Buses Cottages)
families.
The Clements and Bennetts (Hill Farm) live in Blue House Lane. The Bretts
live in Oak Farm Road Bungalow and the Banhams in Oak Farm Cottage. As
we walk down Wash Lane, we pass the Eastall, Jackaman and, Huggins families.
Percy and Rosa Scott and his family live at Mills Farm.
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Rowland Albert Scott was born on 19 November 1919 to Percy Albert
Scott and Rosa Alice Scott (nee Elliot). In 1939 the Scott family was living
at Mills Farm, Wash Lane, Mendlesham. Rowland, at that time, was a
draper’s assistant. Rowland fought in the infantry of the Suffolk Regiment
and died on 5 June 1943 in South Shields, Durham, at the age of 23.
Near and on the Norwich Road (A140) live Aldridge, Pennell, Thrower and
Ward families.
Kitty has made her way to Tan Office now, where the families of Garrod,
Rookyard, Hart, Lambert, Tudhope, and Thorpe live. Further away now, the
Kingswell family live at Oak Farm and the Colchester family at the Ashes
Farm. Spencer and Betsy Colchester live here with their son, Roy, who
wrote one of the articles in this newsletter. The Bloom family live at
Kersey’s Farm and the Tye family, including Jean Abbott, author of one of
the memories, is at Hawkins Farm.
Albert Frank Bloom was born on 10 December 1916 in Suffolk to Frank
Samuel Bloom, a horseman, and Florence Eva Bloom (nee Rose), He
married Olive Ellen Smith in 1937 in Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk. In 1939, his
parents are living at Kersey’s Farm. Albert enlisted in the 74th Regiment of
the Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment of the Royal Artillery and fought in the
Middle East. He died on 13 February 1941 in Egypt at the age of 24, and is
buried at ElQantarah elSharqiyya, El Ismāʿīliya, Egypt in the Ismailia War
Memorial Cemetery.
The Thorpe family live at the Willows and the Fulcher family at Mill Lodge.
George Thorpe and George Fulcher were Special Constables during the War.
Kitty now brings us to Cay Hill and as you walk from Cay Hill to
Mendlesham Green we pass the cottages of the Pyke, Harrington, Cobbold,
Ager and Scruby families. The Abbott family is living in Mill House and the
Pollard and Smyth families in Green Farm. As we continue to walk, we
travel past the cottages where the Agers, Syretts, Brundell, Batley, Salisbury,
Sheldrake, Finbow, Tye, Burch, Kemp and Lambert families live, before we
reach the Store.
Olive Finbow and Thomas Syrett, two of the pupils in Enid’s school
photograph live here with their families. At the Store live George and Doris
Tye, grocers and pork butchers.
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(Photograph with the shop on the left and Chapel on the right, taken well
before 1939)
The Stannards live at Chapel Cottage. In the Council Houses live the
Salisbury, Fox, Finbow, Arbon families. Hazel Finbow and Joan Arbon, two
of the pupils in Enid’s school photograph live here with their families.
Along Mill Terrace live the Cable, Pyke, Stannard, Scruby, Tyte, (staying
with the Tytes are Letitia and Horice(?) Syrett – evacuees), Carr, Steggall
and Abbott families. The Tye family live at Cherry Tree Farm, the
Chambers family live at Vine Cottage. Caroline Hunt, the sub-postmistress
lives at the Post Office and the Hunt family live next door at Woods Farm.
Further on live the Syrett, Salisbury, Arbon and Hart families with the
Wright family living at the Green Man Inn. The Stribbins family lives at The
Cedars, The Arbons and Coopers live in Shingle House, the Burch, Brooker.
Nunn and Wakeham families at Forge Yard. This is where Joyce Burch, one
of the pupils in Enid’ school photograph, lives with her family.
In the two paragraphs above the families of Salisbury Hunt and Wright are
mentioned. Each of these families lost loved ones during WWII. It must
have been heart breaking for this corner of the hamlet at this time.
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Bertram Shortland was born on 2 April 1912 in Stoke-on-Trent,
Staffordshire to Richard and Margaret Bertram. Bertram married Florence Ena
Hunt in the December quarter of 1943. It is his marriage with Florence that is
his connection to Mendlesham. Florence Ena Hunt was born on 12 July 1908
in Mendlesham Green to Abraham Hunt and Olive Hunt (nee Brundish). She
died in June 2003 in Ipswich, Suffolk, at the age of 94.
In 1939, Florence was working as a School Teacher in Ipswich. In 1939
Abraham, a farmer, and Olive Hunt was living in Mendlesham Green, living at
Woods Farm. Next to Woods Farm was the Post Office, where the SubPostmistress, Caroline Hunt lived. Caroline was Abraham’s sister.
Bertram fought in the infantry of the second battalion of the South Wales
Borderers Regiment and died on 31 January 1945 in Netherlands at the age of
32, and was buried in Nijmegen, Gelderland, Netherlands at the Jonkerbos
War Cemetery.
Another villager who died during WWII and who is named on the plaque is
Gordon Hunt. Gordon Frederick Hunt was Florence’s brother. Thus,
Florence not only lost her husband during the war, but also her brother,
Gordon. Gordon Frederick Hunt was born in April 1910 in Mendlesham
Green. He fought in the Royal Armoured Corps of firstly the 10th Queen’s
Royal Lancers and then the 1st Royal Dragoons, in the Middle East. He died
on 4 May 1943 in Tunisia at the age of 33, and was buried in Sousse, Susah,
Tunisia at the Enfidaville War Cemetery.
Two cottages along from the Hunt family in Mendlesham Green, in 1939,
lived the Salisbury family. One member of this family was Norman William
Salisbury, another villager named on the plaque. Norman William Salisbury
was born on 26 February 1924, to William Frederick Salisbury, a farm
labourer, and Rosanna Abigail Salisbury (nee Arbon). Norman fought in the
Royal Armoured Corps of the Royal Tank Regiment. He died on 10 August
1944 at the age of 20, and was buried in Val-de-Marne, France at the
Villeneuve Saint-Georges New Communal Cemetery.
Two cottages along from the Salisbury family lived Edric George Wright. He
was born on 11 December 1926 in Cosford, Warwickshire to George Wright
and Bessie Wright (nee Denny but in 1939 he is living with his family in The
Green Inn in Mendlesham Green. Edric died as a teenager on 23 November
1943 in Rastdorf, Elmsland, Lower Saxony, Germany and is buried at the
Reichswald Forest War Cemetery, Kleve, Klever Landkreis, NordrheinWestfalen, Germany.
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Further out, but still in Mendlesham Green, live the Willett and Hart families, the Peters (Fir Tree Farm), Pipe (Willow Farm) and the Clark family at
Westfield. Here, Cassie Hart, Elementary School Teacher, was living with
her family. Miss Hart is one of the teachers that Jean Abbott mentions in her
memories. Lodging with the Clark family is Myrtle Riches, school teacher,
who is the teacher in her class photograph in Enid’s memories. Also lodging
with the Clark family is another teacher, Samuel Myers. Myrtle went on to
marry Arnold Watson in Gipping in 1949. Perhaps it as a common sight to
see Cassie and Myrtle walk to school together each day and return home together at the end of the school day. There are also the Juby family (Grove
Farm), the Thorpe family at Denter’s Hill, the Lewell family at Palgrave
Farm, the Mason family at Whitings Farm, where Kitty Mason, the enumerator lives, and finally Ager Delf, Clerk to the Parish Council in Cay Hill and
George and Alice Rowley at Grove Farm.
Postscript
The article above mentions the villagers who fought and died in the Second
World War and Korean War. It is fitting here to mention Donald Murray,
whose name, along with these others, also appear on the War Memorial
Plaque in our church.
Donald Frederick Murray was born on 10 May 1902 in Southwold,
Suffolk to Frederick Murray and Harriett Murray (nee Lanham). Donald
married Alexandra Wilgress Miller in December 1939 in Ipswich. Donald
served in the Royal Navy, latterly on the HMS Sphinx. He died at sea on 4
February 1940 at the age of 37, and was buried in the Old Municipal
Cemetery in Wick Highland, Scotland. Originally, he enlisted in the Royal
Navy, on his 18th birthday in 1920, for an initial period of 12 years, but
served continuously until his death is 1940. Does anybody know his link
with Mendlesham

DISCLAIMER
All adverts are placed in good faith and the publishers cannot undertake responsibility
for work carried out. Please note that the opinions expressed in articles are not
necessarily those of the Mendlesham Newsletter committee or the Community
Council. We cannot be held responsible for the accuracy of material submitted for
publication, however we reserve the right to include, edit or amend as we think
appropriate. Mendlesham Newsletter is produced in good faith but errors and
omissions may occur during the process of production. Please let us know if this is the
case so that these errors may be corrected in future editions.
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VE Day Photos
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Jean Abbott – WW2 Memories
Evacuees
We had two evacuees, sisters who came at the beginning of the war in
September 1939, before much happened in London. They returned
home before Christmas. At This time, I was eight years old and my
sister, Mary, was five. Later, the younger daughter of the same family,
also called, Jean, came to stay with us at Hawkins Farm.
I remember that the arrival of the evacuees resulted in a change of
dinner habit. Before their arrival mother always served batter pudding
as a starter but after the evacuees arrived the batter pudding was
served with the main meal. One of the sisters was a real character and
we played charades during the evenings. An incident that has always
stayed in my mind is that as my father was about to go to the toilet
outside in the dark, the evacuee said, “Would you like me to go with
you Mr Tye?” Presumably this was an excuse to have company whilst
braving the dark by herself.
The Thorpe family next door had an evacuee with tight curly hair and,
unfortunately, she brought hair lice with her. Our evacuees were very
upset about this saying that they had never had head-lice.
The family came back to see us after the war and I went to visit one of
the sisters living in Brentwood, Essex. It was many years later before
the correspondence between us stopped.
When the V-1 flying bombs, known as doodlebugs, were being
dropped by Germany, my mother would stand at the door and listen
for a while as the distinctive buzzing sound came nearer. Then she
would run to join us under the table although it probably didn’t offer
much protection. There was another shelter, a shed with stacks built
around it. Whether it was built to hide in should the country be
invaded I don’t know but it was never used.
Continued on page 13……..
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…...continued from page 12
Rationing
As we lived on a farm, we had two cows and chickens so had eggs and
butter and the chickens were brought to the table from time to time.
There was no food shortage in the countryside. Most people grew their
own food.
The Americans
The Americans were based at the Mendlesham Airfield and I
remember them cycling around. Not all had vehicles to ride in. We had
little to do with them as children but some ladies in the village took in
the servicemen’s washing which was a nice side-line for them.
I remember on VE Day a long table was set up in Market Street for a
party. The children sat either side with parents standing behind them
but I have no recollection of the food we ate.
Mendlesham School
When the evacuees came from Manor Park so did a teacher and I
didn’t take to her. At this time there were three teachers at the school
5-14 age range. Miss Hart took the first class and Miss Edmunds the
next. I resisted going to school to be taught by the new teacher and
when left by my mother at school used to return home.
At the age of eleven I went to Stowmarket Grammar School. In Winter
I would leave my bike at Mendlesham School, and catch the train at
the station to Haughley, which in my opinion was the coldest station
on the earth. I then caught the Stowmarket train and walked from the
station to Violet Hill Road to the school. Those of us travelling by
train never got there in time for assembly and the teacher had to
remind us to leave before the last lesson finished in order to catch the
train home. In the summer we cycled directly from Hawkins Farm,
Mendlesham to Stowmarket which was much quicker. There were four
members of the Tye family who cycled together, my sister Mary,
myself, Betty and Pam and we would collect Mary and Ann Allard on
the way through Stowupland.
Recorded from an interview with Jean Abbott by Meg Clarke 2020
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War Time Memories by Roy Colchester
We listened to Neville Chamberlain's announcement on our battery powered
wireless that no reply had been received from Germany for our demand that
Czechoslovakia should be freed from German troops and consequently we
were now in a state of war with Germany.
I vividly recall my father's reply to that announcement "Oh no, not that
again" He went on to enlist in the Local Defence Volunteers (LDV) which
subsequently was renamed the Home Guard. He became by degrees
Lieutenant Colchester in charge of the Mendlesham Branch which met in the
Old Schoolroom. There was a spigot mortar battery in the SE corner of the
churchyard, a sleeper post in the ditch by the corner of the grain store
opposite to Wash Lane (the grain store, ex maltings was not there then) and
another post by the Cotton Road next to the searchlight which was in a small
meadow next to Lodge Farm drive.
One night I was woken up by pebbles bouncing off my bedroom window
with a request for my father. The gist of the conversation I overheard was
"Get to your post immediately. The Germans are landing by boat and
parachute". I can only assume it was intended to gauge the readiness for
action, but people were not amused at losing a night’s sleep followed by a
hard day’s work on the farms.
On another occasion when construction of the airfield was in full swing with
mainly Irish labour in autumn 1943, higher authority decided that
Mendlesham HG should attack the airfield guarded by Wetheringsett HG.
The pitch black night was punctuated with much swearing as the HG fell
over heaps of debris and sand and fell into trenches. Joe Miller who lived in
Stone House and must have been over 70 at the time was reduced to crawling
on his hands and knees, old scores led to fighting between the two HGs not
helped by the adjudicators saying that various HGs were dead. The exercise
was not repeated!
Low flying German bombers were not an uncommon sight in the early years
of the war. When in school if the siren was sounded, the prefects were on
spotting duty with whistles and would rush round the corridors whistling,
where upon we had to dive under our desks for shelter. This was the case
when the Heinkell III dropped bombs which demolished the chapel in
Ipswich Street and killed a lady in a nearby house.
Continued on page 15…….
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….....continued from page 14

A lone Dormier bomber machine gunned a building at Grange Farm
Stowupland where pigs were kept. Will Scarlett had a near miss when the
bullets hit the building within inches of where he was standing.
Grange Farm was my aunt’s property and the buildings were shattered when
a V2 rocket exploded in space and much of the debris descended there.
Luckily the venturi of the rocket carried on about another half a mile. (It is
now an exhibit in a museum).
Soon after this episode I was cycling home from school at the bottom of
Gipping Hill when another Dormier came from the direction of Mendlesham
Green at tree top level. Taking no chances, I dived into the nearest ditch. A
Heinkell III was being chased by a spitfire in the direction of the village from
our farm, but escaped by diving through the clouds.
Two sticks of bombs were dropped on the parish. The first bomb landed
near the Tan Office, the next at the Green. Splinter pits still show on the
cottage wall, just over the road from the crater.
The second stick started at the top of Oak Farm Road where the bomb killed
cow in Gordon Lummis' meadow. The second bomb landed on the road near
Wash Lane. Another unexploded near Hill Farm Gipping and was dug out by
the unexploded bomb unit.
The largest bomb dropped in the parish exploded near the Hundred Lane
poultry unit (built after the war), it was reputed to have dropped from a
British Mosquito. It left a sizable crater and blew out windows on the Green
and damaged a triple dweller cottage on Cay Hill so badly it had to be
demolished. The pulsating of German aircraft engines was often heard. The
German direction finders sent their aircraft to Coventry over Mendlesham the
night the Cathedral was destroyed. The red glow of fires and explosives was
clearly seen as it was from London.
Spitfire Mk IXs flown by Czech pilots occupied the airfield for a month
before the B 24s arrived.

Continued on page 16…….
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…....continued from page 15

On June 7 1944. the USAAF carried out three missions bombing
communications in France to slow up German tanks etc. impeding the
landings and securing a foothold. The 34thBomb Group were about to land
when the 410 night fighters struck and four bombers were shot down. The
first crashed on the equipment store in flames. In the light of the explosion,
we saw a parachute unfold and come down close by. We met the tail gunner
who exclaimed 'I'm hit. I'm hit' and so he was, a diagonal line of holes across
his back and more in his thigh. Father dressed his wounds, three hours later
the station ambulance came to pick him up. He was invalided home after a
month in the base hospital (now an engineering workshop). The second B24
crashed at Wetheringsett on the way to Pages Green. The third on Eye
airfield on one wheel after most of the crew had parachuted out. The fourth
near Ipswich with several casualties. Aircraft crashes were not uncommon.
Four P38 fighters were flying high over the airfield when two collided and
third crashed into them. One came down at Cotton, the others at Thwaite and
Wetheringsett. I went with a friend to look at the Cotton crash site and was
amazed when we found a machine gun and cycled home with it tied to his
crossbar!
Teddy Whybrow came to Poplar Farm at the Tan Office c.1942 having been
bombed out of his London home. He was seeking the peace and quiet of the
countryside but and it was a very big 'but', a little over a year later he found
he was in direct line with the main airfield runway and B24s and B17s later
were roaring directly over his house at a matter of feet! A crescendo of noise
every half minute and laden with five tons of bombs. The cups nearly
juddered out of the saucers.
The bombers were embellished with nose art, a good 50% featured the fair
sex. It was good sex education if somewhat distorted! I collected the nose art
graphics. 'This above all' featured a well upholstered female still holding a
glass beside an upturned table. 'Betta Duck' illustrated a green bomb with
Donald Duck astride and another had a scroll with a biblical phrase slightly
adapted 'I saw nine men in the fire and none were hurt.
The pubs, all five of them in the parish were regularly drunk dry. We were
on the route to the Green Man along the lanes one night when we heard the
sound of happy Americans weaving their way back to base. Then we heard a
crash and 'Gee, I've hit a submarine' was the loud comment. He had actually
run into a water butt that our neighbour used for thatching stacks.
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World War memories of Enid Lambert
Enid was born in 1935 at 14 Front Street, Mendlesham to Alfred and Elsie
Lambert. She was an only child and grew up in a countryside setting. Enid
attended Mendlesham Church of England School in the village.
School Life
The Head teacher at that time was Arthur Hurrell with Myrtle Riches (Class 3),
Phoebe Edmunds (Class 2) and Miss Casey (Infants Class) supporting the
pupils.
The following is a photograph of Enid and her school friends.

In the photograph, if we divide the pupils into 5 rows, then from back to front the
pupils are:
BACK ROW Miss Riches with: Gwen Stannard, Ellen Ward, Jean Baker, Sylvia
Mayes, Myra Finbow, Olive Finbow, Beryl Roberts, Hazel Finbow.
SECOND ROW FROM BACK Kathleen Last, Joan Arbon, Thelma Thorpe, Joyce
Burch, Enid Lambert.
MIDDLE ROW Thomas Syrett, John Clements, Derek Baker, Alan Salisbury, Ian
Campbell (evacuee), Dennis Mills, David Juby. (Standing)
SECOND ROW FROM FRONT George Battley, David Eastell, Wally Kemp,
Ronald Brett, Owen Finbow, Arthur Clements.
FRONT ROW Percy Chambers, George Hayward (evacuee), John Mayes, Peter
Ward.
(Beryl Roberts was the daughter of the Mendlesham Station Master.)
Continued on page 18……..
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Children took gas masks with them to school. They were instructed how to
wear them in the event of an aircraft gas bomb attack. The children also had
to learn how to take cover during air raids. In 1944 the nearby airfields were
occupied by the Americans in Mendlesham and Eye. All local residents were
at risk from sky attack during German Luftwaffe air raids.
From a child’s point of view this way of living was a combination of
excitement, fear and uncertainty. It was not an easy time. Enid enjoyed her
school days and recalls going on a trip to Bacton primary school to learn to
cook with the girls. The boys learned wood-work. The food rations at that
time meant that sugar was in very short supply. The girls made grated carrot
tart instead of using jam. Carrots was used as a sweet substitute.
American Personnel
Enid fondly remembers playing with other children in Mendlesham. Her
older cousin, Pauline, aged 14 years old, would accompany her, then aged 8
years, to gather with other children on a small bridge spanning the area near
Oak Farm Lane. The road nearby was the route that the American service
men would cycle from Mendlesham air base to reach the village pubs. The
pubs in those days were The Royal Oak, The Kings Head and the Fleece. The
Green Man pub at Mendlesham Green was another drinking place used
locally.
The children would chant out, “Have you got some gum chum?” The
Americans generously handed out chewing gum to the children as a treat.
One day an American greeted Enid and said to her, “I have some candies for
you because I have a child like you back home”. Enid vividly remembers the
candies as being a very special gift in view of the man’s generosity and the
sugar rations.
In 1944 Enid found a tiny book lying on the ground in Front Street. It had an
inscription message in it and was dated 1932. She believed it to be the
property of an American. She picked it up and left a notice in the village,
with help from her mother, for someone to re-claim it. It has never been
reclaimed and Enid still has the tiny book in her possession today.
Continued on page 19…….
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Family Life
Enid had a happy childhood, in Front Street, with her parents able to provide a
good diet during the war years. They kept 6 chickens in the backyard for eggs.
Any surplus eggs were preserved in a pot of isinglass. Her father would often
catch a rabbit on the allotment where he provided plenty of home-grown
vegetables. The rabbit ended up in a pie with a rich gravy sauce. Enid can still
remember the taste of those delicious pies. Her mother went without her own
sugar ration so that she could give it to Enid.
At Christmas time a chicken was bought from a farmer, Mr Knock, for a
guinea. Her mother would take the home prepared Christmas cake to a
community oven at Jimmy Reason’s bakery in Front Street. Everyone gathered
there to have their cakes cooked in the huge wood fired oven. They were baked
to perfection!
There wasn’t electricity then so the family used oil lamps to light the home.
They cooked on the wood-fired cooking range. Enid’s mother did the family
laundry washing in a copper housed in a brick casing with a fire underneath in a
small hearth. A mangle would be hand turned to wring the clothes out ready for
pegging on the line or placed in front of the fire to dry on a clothes horse.
Enid remembers bathing in a tin bath in front of the fire. The house coal was
bought from Thorpes, the coal merchant. The family took turns to wash in the
tin bath in this order: Enid, mother, father.
Enid’s father had fought in the Somme in World War One and was too old to
enlist for WWII. Instead he was an active Home-guard, called out during air
raids to assist with curfew checks, any damage or injury. Luckily, Mendlesham
did not suffer many hits like other places around Suffolk. However, there is a
memory of a bomb coming down in the road just past Mendlesham Vicarage.
Enid was instructed by her mother to sit still under a deal table and wait until
the air raid had finished. Enid described the thrum of the planes going overhead
with a heavy drone sound. She worried about her father going out during these
raids.
Her father, Alfred, worked for Herbert Knock at Lodge Farm, Mendlesham.
Alfred had injured his foot during the First World War but he was still able to
work. On the farm he stacked hay and thatched hay ricks. To help him, Enid
liked to go to her father and take him his tea time drink and food at the farm.
During the long Summer months he often worked up to 8 pm.
Continued on page 20……
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In the Winter he did draining and ditching of the farm fields. It was physical
work and he loved his food. Enid remembers that he only grumbled once
about mother’s cooking. This was an odd occasion when he came home for
lunch to see tinned corned beef and vegetables for the meal. Enid recalls how
upset he became saying, “…I wish I had not cycled home for such a meal”.
Why? Because he had eaten so much corned beef in tins during the WWI that
he could no longer face eating it! Perhaps it was a bad memory for him too.
He went on to share with Enid the wonderful Suffolk meat suet puddings,
jam roly poly puddings, custard, Suffolk rusks and cakes. Life was simple
but good!
Enid’s family took in an evacuee called Catherine Green from Stepney,
London. A girl from the Barnado home. She was the same age as Enid but a
very troubled child. She wet the bed every night and poured a bottle of
perfume through the floorboards. Enid found her to be spiteful. On
reflection, Catherine may have had many experiences leading to her being so
unsettled. She was re-located and another evacuee girl arrived. Sylvia
Markham appeared pleasant, blonde haired and fitted in with the family.
Enid recalls liking her and felt that she was part of the family. It shows how
wartime children had to adapt to so much change and cope with anxiety.
The meadows around the church had cows grazing on them. Mother bought
milk from the Lummis family at Ropers Farm. Everyone brought jugs or
cans to be filled up with milk. The Pizzy family also sold milk in the village
at Church Farm.
Conclusion
Enid’s accounts here are a snapshot of her experience during the war. Like
many children of her age at the time there were both joyful moments and sad
times. Our Victory in Europe has helped us to maintain peace in the world,
and long may it continue.
Written together by Enid Lambert and Denise Foster
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A Message from Gipping Press Ltd
We hope that you and your loved ones have managed to keep safe and
well over the last couple of months. It has been a very challenging
time for everyone, without exception, and we just wanted to re-iterate
that we are still here for you during this difficult time. Recent weeks
have seen a variety of Covid-related projects coming in and we have
been pleased to help out our local community, business customers and
our NHS in a number of ways.
GPL have remained open throughout the lockdown by taking a
number of measures to ensure staff safety and practicality alongside
continued service provision. We have been working with a reduced
team but this has not affected our design, digital and wide-format
printing services. We hope to see things getting back to some kind of
normality for all of us in the coming months - and hopefully we will
be printing your village magazine again soon.
As the country begins the slow process of returning to being 'open' we
are here to help with items such as:
·
Staff and Customer information posters
·
Staff and company policy and advice handbooks
·
Window stickers
·
Floor directional arrow stickers
We have a collection of Coronavirus poster and sticker designs which
are available for us to customise and print for any organisation or
company that needs them.
Some of our regular suppliers can also supply PPE and we would be
more than happy to get some prices and arrange delivery if that is
needed.
If you need any help please get in touch via
enquiries@gippingpress.co.uk or Tel: 01449 721599.
We wish you all the best as we continue to get through this crisis
together.
22

23

ROOFLINE PLUS has been
working ever since Covid 19 hit
the shores of United Kingdom,
this is thanks to the local
community who had there
roofing jobs completed even
though many would have had
financial difficulties .
It's been slow due to the
difficulties in getting materials.
But a big thanks to all my
customers, and I wish you all the
very best for the future.
ROOFLINE PLUS

Amanda Stoner
Chiropodist/Podiatrist
Surgeries at:
- Stradbroke
- Mendlesham Health Centre
By appointment only
Phone: 01379 384126
Mobile: 07985 377891
Diploma of Podiatric Medicine
25+ years of experience
HCPC Registered - No.CH 18193
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Unisex Salon
For all Salon Services

Including perms,
colouring, tints, highlights,
cuts, blowdrys, etc
Only the best products from
GOLDWELL are used.
Also offering a waxing service at
competitive prices
Phone GILLIAN
For your appointment now
on 01449 766568
or 07795 087670
The Brambles, Green Road,
Mendlesham Green IP14 5RF

NEW
COURSES!

PILATES - NEW COURSE DATES!
Location: MENDLESHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE
WEDNESDAY - 6 Week Course (£35)
Every Wednesday from 8th January – 12 th February
5:30pm-6:30pm OR 6:45pm-7:45pm
Please contact me on the details below to secure a place.

Contact: Lara Pepper
Tel: 07974 142 240
Email: contact@larapepper.com
Website: www.larapepper.com
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CLAIRE BISSET ACCOUNTANCY AND BOOKKEEPING
www.clairebisset.com
A friendly and affordable service offering help with:
·
Year end accounts
·
Regular bookkeeping
·
Tax returns
·
VAT returns
·
Management accounts and budgeting
·
And more….

Call Claire on
01449 781185
07710 514925
contact@clairebisset.com

Swimming Lessons
Private one-to-one swimming lessons nr Wetheringsett
30 min sessions on weekday evenings and weekends available
All ages (including babies from birth) and abilities
Experienced, STA Qualified, CRB checked and Insured
Call 07910 376 906 or Email theswimteacher@yahoo.com for details

Wiggles & Snuggles
Pet Care
care for all animals big or small

Pet Sitting
Dog Walking
Small Animal Care
Large Animal Care
Small Holdings
Caring for your pets as if they were my pets
DBS Certificate

Fully Insured

Contact Claire 01449 767861 / 07415953659
wigglesandsnuggles@gmail.com
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We are still here working on Wills, Probate,
Conveyancing and Child Care/Protection issues.
We have adapted our way of working to ensure
that us as essential workers and our clients are
able to stay safe and well.

4 CLEANRIGHT
CARPET, RUG & UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING SPECIALISTS
FULLY INSURED - WE MOVE FURNITURE
NON-FRANCHISED. RELIABLE PROMPT SERVICE
CARPETS Lounge from £20. RUGS From £5
UPHOLSTERY From £25
DOMESTIC – END OF TENANCY - COMMERCIAL
PLEASE CALL US FOR A FREE QUOTE

TEL 01449 711687
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THE AREAS LARGEST STOCKIST OF
CARPET, VINYL AND BEDS

10% DISCOUNT
ON ALL CARPET, VINYL & BEDS
ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT
ADVERT MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF ORDER TO RECEIVE DISCOUNT
(EXCLUDING REMNANTS & SPECIAL OFFERS)
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Free advice on all your double-glazing enquiries including:
●
●
●
●

‘A’ energy-rated UPVC windows
Doors
Conservatories
Rain water goods i.e. fascias, soffits,
guttering and downpipes

Removal and full replacement of the above.
All repair work undertaken e.g. sealed units,
window/door handles, adjustments to windows/doors
Replace your old polycarbonate conservatory roofs
with ‘A’ rated self-cleaning glass
Enquiries to
Michael Brame
(Bacton)01449 781533
or mob.07931 784470

Tel : 01449 766294
Mobile : 07799 760561
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David Foster Heating
Local Heating & Plumbing Engineer
Boiler Servicing & Repairs
Boiler & Central Heating Installations
Water Softeners, Pumps, Valves & Programmers fitted
Gas Appliance Installations
Tel: 01449 781477
Mobile: 07979 505618
e-mail: davidfosterheating@gmail.com

YOUR RELIABLE LOCAL PLUMBER

Mark Jardine
Anglian Water Approved

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Plumbing & Heating

All Household Plumbing, Large or Small
Full Bathroom Installation
Domestic Heating, Radiators, Pumps etc.
Water Softeners
All Work Anglian Water Certified
Free Estimates & Fully Insured
24 Hour Emergency Call Out

Tel: 01728 628291 Mob: 07854 924 801
Email: mgjardine@btinternet.com

Tel: 01728 628687
Mobile: 07806 660399
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Design - Manage - Build
All Electrical systems covered New installs - Rewires
Fault finding and Rectification - Process control
Electric motors and Gearboxes
Condition reporting
General building – Landscaping – Extensions
Conversions – Made to Measure Kitchens
Cart Lodges – New Builds
Full design / planning and consultancy service
Garden / Ground clearance

Call Will Baker on

07387 075632
info@owl-ebs.co.uk
www.owl-ebs.co.uk
18th Edition Part P Approved Electrical Installer

Blacksmith Cottage, Silver Street,
Old Newton, IP14 4HF

01449 616946

: 07867 560357

Mendlesham Fish ‘N’ Chip Shop
Telephone: 01449 766987
Opening Times
Lunch
Supper
Sunday/Monday
Closed
Closed
Tuesday
11:30am - 1:30pm
4:30pm - 7:30pm
Wednesday
Closed
4:30pm - 7:30pm
Thursday
11:30am - 1:30pm
4:30pm - 7:30pm
Friday
11:30am - 1:30pm
4:30pm - 8:00pm
Saturday
11:30am - 1:00pm
4:30pm - 8:00pm
TELEPHONE ORDERS WELCOME
PARTIES AND FUNCTIONS CAN BE CATERED FOR
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Halls for Hire
Mendlesham Community
Centre
Small and Large Halls
available
Weekends, evenings and
school holidays
Kitchen, bar facilities, Wi Fi
Ample Free Parking
Contact: Rachel Brown
email communitycentre@mendleshampc.org
Tel: 07506388119
(unless an emergency, please contact Mon -Sat 8am - 6pm)
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At Time For You Domestic Cleaning
we want you to know that we are
following StaySafe guidelines to
ensure our cleaners can keep you
safe and clean in your homes.
If you require a regular weekly
cleaner please call 01359258991
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STACKYARD NURSERY
New Garden or Old?
We can supply you with
Trees, Shrubs and Perennials
and provide an onsite
Garden Consultation Service £30
Old Station Road,
Mendlesham, Suffolk
IP14 5RS

Nursery 01449 768078
Mobile 07951 590057

Karon@StackyardNursery.com
www.StackyardNursery.co.uk

Is your garden over run with Moles ?
Do you have a wasp nest ?
Are your paddocks over-run with rabbits ?
For ALL your Domestic / Commercial Pest Control.
Woodworm treatment available.
No obligation – free survey/quotes.
Pest infestation can damage your health and your home. Recent surveys show that numbers of
mice/rats and bed bugs found in UK homes are on the rise. As Local Authorities are cutting back on
free pest control services. We are here to offer you a service at the right price.

Please call for a chat on 01379788865• 07809226109• 07518731106
www.safeandsoundhygieneandpestcontrol.co.uk
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Shrubs - Roses - Perennials - Annuals
Indoor Plants - Compost - Paving - Walling
Fencing - Water Features - Bird Baths
Garden Furniture - Tools - Sundries
AND MUCH MORE

CAFE NOW OPEN
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P ALM ER S B AKER Y
Es t . c 1 7 5 2

D.I.Alston Ltd.
The Cedars, Brockford.

Traditional Family
Bakers & Confectioners
“Two hundred years of Experience”

20ft self storage
containers to let.

Baked Daily in Ancient Brick Ovens
by Craftsmen with local ingredients

HAUGH LEY
W OOLP IT
STOW M AR KET
( St a t i o n R o a d o p p o s i t e t h e P a r i s h C h u r c h )

01449 673286
01359 242700 o r 01449 613088

Largest Stockists of Tiptree
Jams & Marmalades in East Anglia
Suffolk Honeys & James White Juices
Butterworth’s Teas & Biscuits
Free Range Eggs & Local Produce
Freshly Made Sandwiches & Filled Rolls
“One of the Last Traditional Bakers in Suffolk”
w w w .p a lm e rs b a k e ry.c o .u k
ALSO AT
STAN TON & M ER ED ITH R O AD - IP SW ICH
B R ETTS o f N EED H AM M AR KET
FR ESH FILLS o f CLAYD O N

£100 per month, inc VAT.
Outdoor caravan storage
And light industrial units
to let.
Tonyalston@hotmail.com
07788 974169
43

44

45

46

Specialising in:
HORSE MANЀGES
LANDSCAPING / DESIGN
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
ALL TYPES OF BUILDING WORK
Contact Details: 07899 953755 / Tony

Why not give us the inconvenience –
it’s part of our service

WE COLLECT & DELIVER
Servicing
General repairs - shocks, clutches,
brakes etc

Air-conditioning recharged
MOTs arranged
Welding
All work guaranteed

Established 1990

Contact: Shane on 01449 771102 or
07802 545737
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Jackie Stevens
Bookkeeping and
Accounting Services
Bookkeeping
Payroll
Accounts preparation
Management accounts
Self-assessment VAT PAYE
Sage QuickBooks
Ideal business start up
Please call Jackie on
01449 781823 or 07988612032
email:
jackiekstevens@live.co.uk
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Serenity yoga are still offering
online classes for an optional
donation.
Keep calm, find Serenity and stay
safe.
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A/C FENCING AND GARDENING
REPAIRS

Repairs & Servicing to all Lawn Mowers,
Strimmers & Hedgecutters etc.

Call Andy on 01449 403050 or 07748 785197 for a free quote.
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"We Hope everyone's keeping safe and
well and we are looking forward
to opening our doors again when the
government allows. There will be
some changes, but we will all get used
to them soon."

BEV & KIRSTY
FORMERLEY CURL UP & DYE
.

WE ARE BOTH FULLY QUALIFIED WITH OVER 40 YEARS
OF EXPERIENCE BETWEEN US

PROFESSIONAL ADVICE AND PERSONAL
ATTENTION IN
ALL ASPECTS OF HAIRDRESSING
PERMS: COLOURS: HI-LITES: CASUAL PUT-UPS
WEDDING HAIR: RESTYLES Etc
FOR ALL THE FAMILY AT UNBEATABLE PRICES
SENIOR CITIZEN RATES TUESDAY ONLY

EAR PIERCING AVAILABLE

EASY OFF ROAD PARKING
LOYALTY CARD, STAMP EVERY SERVICE

ALL DEBIT/CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

FOR ALL ADVICE AND APPOINTMENTS

CALL US ON 01449 766977
OR VISIT US AT
Ropers Farm, Church Road, Mendlesham, Suffolk
IP14 5SF
www.hairstudioatmendlesham.co.uk
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We hope all of our customers are keeping well and safe. We are open and
ready to help you with all your car maintenance and repair needs. We
would like to assure our customers that we are using gloves and sanitising
products and will be taking all the necessary precautions to limit person to
person contact. Any queries just give us a call.

